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Abstract   The Journal of Palaeogeography has three missions. The first is to encourage 
articles of Chinese palaeogeography to go abroad by the Journal, and let foreign readers 
know more about Chinese palaeogeography. The second is to encourage articles of foreign 
palaeogeography to come in China by the Journal, and let Chinese readers know more about 
foreign palaeogeography. The third is to promote the communication and cooperation be-
tween these two aspects, in order to make great contribution to the development and innova-
tion of Chinese and international palaeogeography. Our journal has four advantages. The first 
is that the published articles are not restricted to one palaeo or three palaeos, but include 
many palaeos. The second is that most articles will be from China. The high academic level 
articles of Chinese palaeogeography going aborad will be an excellent contribution to inter-
national palaeogeography. The third is the close relationship between the scientific research 
and industrial practice. The fourth is that we have two journals, i.e. Journal of Palaeogeog-
raphy (in Chinese) and Journal of Palaeogeography (in English). These two journals coordi-
nate with each other and should promote the development and innovation of palaeogeogra-
phy more effectively. So long as we can adhere to high academic standards, high English 
standards and high editorial standards, our journal will present our contribution to the Chinese 
and international palaeogeography. 
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1  Palaeogeography and the Journal of  
Palaeogeography 
Palaeogeography is a science which studies physical 
geographical features and evolution in the geological 
history and human history. The physical geographical 
features are the characteristics and distribution of lands 
and seas and those of physical geographical sub-units in 
lands and seas, such as erosion areas, rivers, lakes, deserts, 
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littoral zones, shallow seas, deep seas, etc.. The features 
and distribution of physical geographical units of the 
present earth are the evolutional results of the former 
physical geographical units in geological history and hu-
man history. This is the relationship between the past and 
present geography. 
Palaeogeography has a close relationship with many 
disciplines, such as historical geology, stratigraphy, pal-
aeontology, tectonics, petrology, sedimentology, physical 
geography, historical geography, oceanology, climatology, 
astronomy, mineral deposit geology, petroleum geology, 
coal geology, environmental geology, life science, natural 
disasters, etc.. Palaeogeography is not only of scientific 
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significance, but also of practical value as it concerns the 
past and present geographical environments on which 
humankind and various organisms depend. Therefore, 
palaeogeography is a highly comprehensive and im-
portant branch of earth science. 
Palaeogeography of China has many sources and has 
evolved into many disciplines, such as lithofacies pal-
aeogeography, biopalaeogeography, stratigraphical pal-
aeogeography, tectonopalaeogeography, physical geo-
graphical palaeogeography, human historical palaeoge-
ography, etc.. Utilizing different theories, viewpoints and 
methods, aiming at different purposes and different em-
phases, and based on different information, many re-
searchers from different disciplines have studied the pal-
aeogeography of different areas and different geological 
historical ages and human historical ages, and have made 
important contribution to the development and innovation 
of Chinese palaeogeography and to the prediction and 
exploration of oil, natural gas, coal as well as other min-
eral resources. Therefore palaeogeography of China dis-
plays an inspiring situation in both scientific research and 
talent cultivation. In the world, there are no other coun-
tries like China where so many disciplines of palaeoge-
ography develop simultaneously and harvest excellent 
fruits in both scientific and social effects.。Thus, it can be 
said without exaggeration that the study of palaeogeogra-
phy of China is advanced to a higher level in the world. 
The Journal of palaeogeography (in Chinese) was la-
unched in 1999. It is one of the core journals in China, 
and has made great contribution to the development and 
innovation of Chinese palaeogeography and related dis-
ciplines. However, due to the language barrier, the aca-
demic communication with foreign countries was defi-
cient. This shortage, to some extent, hindered not only the 
development of palaeogeography of China, but also the 
contribution of Chinese palaeogeography to the interna-
tional palaeogeography community. 
Now, the Journal of Palaeogeography (in English) has 
been launched. It has three missions. The first is to en-
courage articles of Chinese palaeogeography to go abroad 
by the Journal, and let foreign readers know more about 
Chinese palaeogeography. The second is to encourage 
articles of foreign palaeogeography to come in China by 
the Journal, and let Chinese readers know more about 
foreign palaeogeography. The third is to promote the 
communication, cooperation and integration between 
these two aspects, in order to make great contribution to 
the development and innovation of Chinese and interna-
tional palaeogeography. This important task is difficult 
but glorious. 
2  Advantages and disadvantages 
In the field of international palaeogeography journals, 
there is a prominent journal, i.e. Palaeogeography, 
Palaeoclimatology, Palaeoecology, or the 3 Palaeos. It 
was launched in 1965 and had a large annual amount of 
articles. In 2009, 2010 and 2011, a total of 309, 385 and 
379  articles were published respectively. These articles 
derived from different countries, including China. In its 
early years, the most articles published by this journal 
were relevant to three palaeos. However, in recent years, 
the published articles were expanded to more 
palaeoenvironmental disciplines. It has made a great con-
tribution to the international palaeogeography, 
palaeoclimatology and palaeoecology. The advantages of 
the 3 Palaeos are very obvious. We should learn from it. 
The Journal of Palaeogeography (in English) is a new 
journal, its annual amount of published articles is less, 
and not mentioning the contribution to the international 
palaeogeography. Compared with the 3 Palaeos, the dis-
advantages of our journal are also obvious. 
However, our journal has its own advantages. 
The first advantage is that the published articles are 
not restricted to one palaeo or three palaeos, but include 
many palaeos, i.e. lithofacies palaeogeography, 
biopalaeogeography, stratigraphical palaeogeography, 
tectonopalaeogeography, geological history palaeogeog-
raphy, human history palaeogeography, past and present 
environments and human civilization, sedimentology, 
sedimentary environments, sedimentary facies, geochem-
istry, palaeoclimatology, palaeoecology, ichnology, 
palaeotectonics, palaeoearthquakes, palaeosol, 
palaeokarst, etc.. It is that “one palaeo” contains “many 
palaeos”, “one” means “many” . 
The second advantage is that most articles will be from 
China. Chinese palaeogeography is our foothold. Of 
course, our journal should publish articles from other 
countries. Articles written by foreign authors may be 
fewer in the first one or two years. Hopefully, the articles 
from other countries will increase gradually. Articles 
mainly from China may seem to be a disadvantage, but in 
fact, it is really an advantage for our journal. The high 
academic level articles of Chinese palaeogeography go-
ing abroad will be an excellent contribution to interna-
tional palaeogeography. 
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The third advantage is the close relationship between 
the scientific research and industrial practice. The Jour-
nal of Palaeogeography (in Chinese) has walked out the 
ivory tower of pure academic domain, the Journal of 
Palaeogeography (in English) will do the same. 
The fourth advantage is that we have two journals, i.e. 
the Journal of Palaeogeography (in Chinese) and the 
Journal of Palaeogeography (in English). These two 
journals coordinate with each other and should promote 
the development and innovation of both Chinese and in-
ternational palaeogeography more effectively. 
Only if we can clearly understand our disadvantages 
and advantages, maximize the advantages, minimize the 
disadvantages, learn from 3 Palaeos and other advanced 
journals and follow them actively, we will catch up with 
them step by step, and make contribution to Chinese and 
international palaeogeography. 
3  High standards 
The Journal of Palaeogeography (in English) should 
be an international journal. It must adhere to three high 
standards, i.e. the high academic standards, the high Eng-
lish standards and the high editorial standards.  
The high academic standards include : ① The first 
hand data of articles should be sufficient and credible. 
② The author’s own academic view points or theories 
must be based on his first hand data. ③ The articles 
should have characteristics, i.e. the articles written by 
Chinese authors should have characteristics of China or 
of the articles themselves, the articles written by authors 
from other countries should have characteristics of their 
own countries or of the articles themselves. ④ Figures 
should be of high quality and colored if needed.  
The high English standards mean that articles should 
have no mistakes in grammar and professional terminol-
ogy, and should be understood by international readers. 
The standards may be easy to reach and not particularly 
high standards for foreign journals. However, it is rather 
difficult for the journals from China, because English is not 
our native language . To make foreign readers understand, 
like to read and like to cite the articles of our journal, the 
following three levels must be reached. ① The English 
level of manuscripts must reach a basic standard, other-
wise we would not accept them. ② The accepted manu-
scripts must be reviewed by an experienced English edi-
torial member or foreign expert. This will effectively im-
prove and enhance the English level of the manuscripts. 
③ In every issue, each proof copy must be polished and 
revised by an experienced English editor or expert before 
publication.  
The high editorial standards are: ① The academic 
quality and English language quality of articles pub-
lished in our journal must be peer-reviewed and im-
proved by the editors of our journal. ② Editorial error 
rate must be less than 1/10,000 or 1/20,000. ③ Typesetting 
format, figures, tables and references must comply with 
the general specifications and requirements of interna-
tional journals. 
High standard editorial work is a reflection of our 
great responsibility and the best return to the authors, and 
is the most fundamental measure to attract submission of 
articles of higher academic quality. High standard edito-
rial work is indispensable for scientific research and pub-
lication. It is both glorious and arduous. 
So long as we adhere to high academic standards, high 
English standards and high editorial standards, our jour-
nal will gain a place among the advanced international 
journals, and will make our contribution to the Chinese 
and international palaeogeography. 
Congratulations on the launch of Journal of Palaeoge-
ography! 
Best wishes to the authors and readers of Journal of 
Palaeogeography! 
Best wishes to the members of Editorial Committee and 
Editorial Office of Journal of Palaeogeography ! 
Let us strive together for the development and innova-
tion of Chinese and international palaeogeography! 
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